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“The Traveling Apprentice” �Works for�Garner Exteriors








Several months ago I had an opportunity to work in a state-of-the art growing center to learn about growing plants. This month in my Traveling Apprentice assignment I experienced the next step in the landscaping process when I spent the day shadowing Steve Garner, owner of Garner Exteriors.


Steve’s day runs the gamut of being inside--managing the business-end of the company or overseeing work on Computer Aided Design software to create landscaping designs for clients-- to being outside, onsite, participating in hands-on tasks. The day’s first hands-on task was to use a laser leveler and stake out a site for a multi-purpose, hard, level surface area in the shade of a Money Tree where the owner’s son could shoot basket ball hoops, or the owners  could entertain.  The laser level was a fun to use and Steve was a patient instructor. 


On the way to the next site we passed a home where a Garner employee was applying pesticides to a yard and I learned just how regulated a landscaping business is, and that all the required licenses, certification and regulations—everything from trucks to applications of chemicals—are in place for public safety. It seems, however,  that Harry Homeowner can willy-nilly apply herbicides to his yard and improperly dispose of left-over chemicals but landscaping workers must obtain certification and pass tests on the proper and safe use and disposal of insecticides, herbicides, and fungicides…proving that it’s easier for the government to regulate a business then legislate stupidity out of the general populace. 


As we drove I was thankful my landscaping assignment had fallen on a temperate day before the Dog Days of summer--that hot, sultry period between July and mid-September—the time so named by the Romans because it was the time of the year that Sirius, the Dog Star, rose simultaneously with the Sun. Romans believed Sirius added its heat to that of the Sun's, thereby causing added its heat to that of the Sun's, thereby causing the hot weather.   





�They sacrificed brown dogs at the onset of Dog Days in hopes of appeasing Sirius’ rage. I was grateful my assignment fell on a day Sirius wasn’t in a snit because sacrificing dogs struck me as an ineffectual way to manage weather.  ��At the next stop Garner employees were sprucing up a client’s backyard. The site was testament to the skills, talents, and artistry in Steve Garner’s landscaping quiver.  Everything from the lattice-covered patio, putting green, gurgling waterfall, thoughtfully sited  in-ground lightening system, flower beds of annuals in profusions of riotous colors and tall trees graciously spreading their  branches to shade lounging areas around a glistening pool…everything… had been masterfully fashioned to create a lush, outdoor living space.��It was beautiful. It was a Garden of Eden. I wanted it. And I wanted it in the worst way. Dang. Was I guilty of sinning, guilty of breaking the 10th Commandment…the one that says ‘Thou shall not covet’?   ��Maybe.  Because what else could you possibly call longing for someone else’s backyard paradise…longing for that private Utopia of landscaping artistry?  ��Yep. Coveting. Guilty as charged.














 








The Traveling Apprentice is a monthly column written by Carolyn McHugh, President/CEO of the Calvert County Chamber of Commerce. Each month Carolyn spends a day working for a Chamber member, then writes a column for a local newspaper about the experience. The article is later inserted into Chamber’s newsletter and posted on the Chamber’s web-site in order to give the maximum exposure to the Chamber member. Her commitment to Chamber members and to the readers is that she’s there for Chamber members and that whatever they do in their daily job, she’ll do too. 











