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“The Traveling Apprentice” �Works for 


Lord Calvert Bowling Center�





Ask the question, “What is the sport of kings?” and the answer will vary depending on the person who’s responding. Most might answer, “horse racing”, while someone from another horsey sport might reply, “polo.” Some might even suggest, “bowling.”  


Surprised?  So was I, before I spent time researching the game in preparation of my Traveling Apprentice assignment at Lord Calvert Bowling Center and learned that archeologists discovered what they believed to be a 2000 year old indoor bowling alley at a dig site in Egypt. King Henry VII, concerned that tradesmen and women of his era were spending too much time at the popular game of lawn bowls, forbid it to be played by any except the wealthy class…a notion that would be scoffed at today when persons of  every age,  sex, walk of life, or skill level are free to bowl.  Because bowling is played indoors it’s a year round sport and- - unlike some other sports-related  activities- - it’s relatively inexpensive, all of which make  it an ideal activity for families.


In an effort to give the alley a complete face lift and make it an attractive place for families to come the owner, Susan Collier, has installed state-of-the art pin-setting equipment and computers, updated the rest rooms, replaced chairs and carpet, scheduled the inside and outside of the building for painting, and has ideas for new landscaping. She’s also hired a culinary school graduate to expand the menu at the food and beverage bar beyond the obligatory staples of pizza, hamburgers, and beer.  


There’s always work to be done at Lord Calvert Bowling, much of which is either utilitarian or safety related.   All thirty lanes have to be polished and buffed to provide the best playing surface,  pin-setting equipment monitored and maintained, bowling balls and pins inspected for excessive wear and/or replacement, and league team folders prepared with information about team handicaps, alley and opposing team assignments. And the staff maintains over 300 pair men’s, women’s, and children’s shoes.  











�Most league players have their own bowling balls and shoes but most recreational bowlers who only play occasionally don’t own equipment: They need to rent bowling shoes.  As part of their public safety duties the staff sprays each shoe with Steriphenett when the customer returns a pair of rental shoes to the counter. Steriphenett is a disinfectant and deodorant as well as a bactericidal, a virucida, a tuberculocidal, and a fungicidal. Even if you’re a squeamish person you can be assured you won’t get something icky from a Lord Calvert Bowling shoe: You have a better chance of leaving a hospital with some bacterial-viral-tubercular-critter attached to your hide than you do of picking up a new footwear-fungi friend from a LCB shoe. 


As I watched myriad bowlers of every age enjoying their evening I made a mental note to periodically eschew a round of Wii electronic bowling at home and head, instead, to Lord Calvert Bowling Center for ten frames of the real thing, bowling…a game that’s arguably the sport of kings. 














 








The Traveling Apprentice is a monthly column written by Carolyn McHugh, President/CEO of the Calvert County Chamber of Commerce. Each month Carolyn spends a day working for a Chamber member, then writes a column for a local newspaper about the experience. The article is later inserted into Chamber’s newsletter and posted on the Chamber’s web-site in order to give the maximum exposure to the Chamber member. Her commitment to Chamber members and to the readers is that she’s there for Chamber members and that  whatever they do in their daily job, she’ll do, too. 











