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“The Traveling Apprentice” �Works for�The Center for Life Enrichment














If there is one mantra, one call to action, one cause célèbre that speaks to the save-the-planet movement of this era it can be succinctly stated in two little words: ‘Going Green’. And- as I learned in my Traveling Apprentice assignment to Vintage Values Thrift Shop in Prince Frederick - if there’s a single action one can take to diminish waste in the land fill,  it’s to recycle, and the epitome of recycling lies in donating serviceable, unwanted items to a thrift shop. (And get a tax break for doing so!)�  


Vintage Values Thrift Shop is operated by the Center for Life Enrichment, a non-profit organization that provides services to individuals with disabilities in Calvert, St. Mary’s and Charles Counties.  It’s managed like a retail store and it provides a means to teach clients vocational skills in retail sales such as stocking, pricing and more.  Stock for the store comes from donations, which is priced and sold.  Proceeds provide programs and support services to help CLE clients increase their vocational and personal potential.� 


Just like any retail store, Vintage Values rotates stock to make room for other items by pulling unsold inventory from the floor.  My assignment: Pull unsold clothing apparel and take it to the back where another charitable organization would collect it for their use.� 


 I worked my way through children’s, women’s and men’s clothing racks, pulling nearly 500 pieces of apparel from the sales floor.  I observed customers as I worked and before the day was finished I’d type-cast shoppers and donors and their modus operandi into the following categories: 


Shoppers:�Considerate, Honest Shopper- chooses an item and pays for it without incident. ��Cheating Customer - tears off tags, tries to rub prices off items that are already priced ridiculously low.�Haggler- dickers about prices, squabbles about returns when store signs clearly state, “No Returns”.��Disrespectful Shopper – looks at numerous garments, tosses unwanted items on the floor, over racks, or in the kitchen appliances section.





Slob–leaves clothes and hangers in jumbled heaps on the dressing room floor.��Lazy Parents –ignores their parenting responsibilities and turns their shrieking, screaming hordes loose in the store to crawl under clothes racks, jump off furniture, and climb on shelves. ��Donors:�Respectful Donor-checks with desk to determine what items are being accepted, donates clean, serviceable items.��Disrespectful Donor-dumps trash and speeds away, leaving items that can’t be sold and must be deposited at the land fill for a dumping fee, a fee which takes away from the charity’s proceeds.  


�Here are some commonsense examples of  items Vintage Values can’t use: A broken baking dish so crusted with old food it warrants carbon-dating to determine if it’s an archeological find.  A 72” high-definition television with a bullet hole in the center of the screen.  A  Vera Wang wedding dress splattered with bile green neon paint.  


�My recommendations for anyone who wishes to help Vintage Values:   Go Green.  Recycle.  And don’t ever get your portrait plastered on a Most UNwanted Donors and Shoppers poster.  








The Traveling Apprentice is a monthly column written by Carolyn McHugh, President/CEO of the Calvert County Chamber of Commerce. Each month Carolyn spends a day working for a Chamber member, then writes a �column for a local newspaper about the experience. The article is later inserted into Chamber’s newsletter and posted on the Chamber’s web-site in order to give the maximum exposure to the Chamber member. Her commitment to Chamber members and to the readers is that she’s there for Chamber members and that whatever they do in their daily job, she’ll do too. 











